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the necessary services and internal consolidations,
he will need approximately 12,000 men, with their
corresponding cattle and materials."
Thus Frano's ultimate responsibility was sufficient
for the part he played at Alhucemas to be called a
vital one. The preparations for the great attack
lasted several months, When they were complete
the result of the action was a foregone conclusion.
Backed by such overwhelming strength, everything
was bound to go according to plan.
The day before the attack the naval forces made
big demonstrations at almost every possible point
of landing on the shore other than the one actually
chosen. Meanwhile the land forces waited in special
boats not unlike those used by the British at
Gallipoli. Franco led the landing under cover of
such a barrage, that the guns of the Moors, defending
what they believed to be their impregnable coast,
were almost completely silenced. One killed and
five wounded was the extent of the attackers'
casualties, The next few days presented more real
difficulties. Rough seas prevented the landing of
further troops and provisions, and the advance was
held up. But Franco had chosen a secure line for
his own forces, and they held out, without suffering
any reverse until the arrival of reinforcements.
Once the main body were safely landed the story
loses interest, for the end of the Moroccan war was
already determined. The progress of the advance
opened up the road to Axdir, The arch-rebel,